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Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international aooiication in 
the lanyuage in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the followina 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). d bearcn 



2. With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aoolicafion and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 
b format of material: 

U in written format 

□ in computer readable form 
c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relatinq thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

A. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fc/s.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-10 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: Claims 
No Claims 



1-10 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 
No Claims 



1-10 



2 Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE . t , 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING Intornat.onal application No. 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2005/000889 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: US 4 629 826 A 

1 . The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 , and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document)- 
a conduit (10) having a substantially semi-circular outer cross-section comprising a base 
portion (16) an a lid portion (20), the lid portion (20) being attached to the base portion (16) 
by a hinge (24). v ' 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known conduit in that the hinge is located at 
an angular elevation from the base of between 10° and 35°, the base portion having a clip 
socket for retaining the clip, wherein the clip socket comprises an outer wall, which forms 
part of the semi-circular outer cross-section, and an inner wall, between which is defined a 
channel for the clip, the height of the inner wall above the bottom of the base portion being 
substantially the same as the height of the hinge above the bottom of the base portion. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as dust gathering in 
the corners formed with the surface, on which the conduit is mounted, as well as at the 
same time, the location of the hinge immediately adjacent said surface causing difficulties 
in opening the conduit, and in closing the conduit due to the relationship between the 
location of the hinge and the location the clip. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reason: 
There is no hint in the prior art for the solution proposed by the invention. 

2. Claims 2-10 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect io novelty and inventive step. 
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UZ°T S6t K 0rth in ArliC ' e 33(4) PCT With reSpect to induslrial applicability are 
rulhted, s,nce the subject-matter of claims 1 -1 0 deals with a conduit comprising a base 
portion and a lid portion. ^"'prising a case 



REMARKS 



l',h c , ^od.ment 0f mvention according to figures 3 and 4 relating to a conduit havino a 
substan .ally quarter-circular outer cross-section does not seem to be covered by claim 1 
relating to a conduit having a substantially semi-circular outer cross-section 

2. in claim 2, page 7, line 18, the value 5 • of the angle does not match the value 10 = as 
specified on page 2, line 30. as 

3. In claim 5, page 7, at the end of line 30, it should be stated "less" instead of "more" fcf 
page 3, line 6; page 5, lines 25-27; figures 1 -4) ( 

4. The features of the claims 1-10 are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). piacea in 
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